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Act to Avert Mishaps 


The Coast Guard and Bay miral Winbeck pledged the Coast 
Area swimming clubs are taking|Guard’s cooperation in posting 
steps to prevent such tragedies | mariner’s notices of all swim- 
as the recent death of long-dis-|ming events scheduled in the 
tance swimmer James C. Small.|pay, and by alerting rescue fa- 

The 27-year-old Small, a for-| cilities. 


mer University of California ath- 
lete, died Oct. 23 about 69 hours 
after a boat’s propeller severed 
his-legs while he was competing 
in a Sausalito-to-San Francisco 
race in San Francisco Bay. 

Frank Drum, of 3922 Harrison 
St., Oakland, swimming com- 
missioner of the Dolphin Swim 
& Boat Club, says from now on 
it will be mandatory for anyone 
participating in club sponsored 
races to wear a bright orange 
bathing cap. 

And he said the pilot boats 
accompanying each swimmer 
will be equipped with a fluores- 
cent orange flag, three feet wide 
and three feet long, attached to 
a six-foot pole. 

“This will raise the flag eight 
to nine feet above the surface of 
the water when it is attached to 
the bow of the boat,’ Drum 
said, giving visibility of at least 
a quarter of a mile. 


Drum said his group, which 
sponsored the race Small was 
competing in, will notify the 
Coast Guard every time it has 
an event scheduled. 

He and other swim club rep- 
resentatives also noted that talks 
are under way for possible for- 
mation of a Greater San Fran- 


cisco Water Safety Committee. 


Small was not wearing the or- | | 


ange bathing cap when he was 


injured because, he told fellow | ' 


swimmers, wearing it bothered 
him. 

Drum disclosed the mandatory 
requirements following a meet- 
ing with Rear Adm. Allen Win- 
beck, commander of the U. S. 
Coast Guard’s 12th District. 

_Although it has no authority to 
-regulate swimming events, Ad- 
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The Coast Guard suggested 
“very strongly” today that spon- 
sors of long distance swimming 
events stage the affairs in less 
traveled waters than the Golden 
Gate and under sirier ye 
vision. 


Rear Admiral Aiton. Winbeck, 
commandant of the 12th Coast 
Guard district, decried the Dol- 
phin Club’s Sausalito to Aquatic 
Park swim in which competitor 
James Small lost both legs when 
|struck by a boat propeller on 
Sunday. 

“I think it was a very tragic 
thing,” he declared. 

Small, 27-year-old former Uni- 
versity of California swim star, 
today was reported holding his 
own at Letterman General Hos- 
pital. He remained in critical 
condition. 

“Pm a little niepeivėd, in a 
swim like this, the organization 
did not provide more escorts for 
their swimmers,” Adm. Win- 
beck told a press conference 
Monday. He said that although 
the club may have sent the dis- 


posed swim events earlier this 
year, the Coast Guard had not 
been notified the Sunday swim 
was to take place. 

If such notice had been re- 
ceived, Adm. Winbeck said, the 
Coast Guard would have -pub- 
lished a notice to mariners, 
would have notified its own 
units and would have had one 


trict office a schedule of pro- j 


or two units in the vicinity, al- 


though it would not have escort- | ° 
ed the swimmers. 

Don Kane, swimming commis- 
sioner for the Olympic Club who 


|also assists in the Dolphin Club 


swims, said the clubs had re- 
ceived notice from the Coast 
Guard Aug. 30 it would not pro- 
vide escorts for swimmers in 
Bay competition. 


Of the boat involved and its 
skipper, Glenn Neumann of Oak- 
land, Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. 
John D. Costello said, ‘There 
is nothing at this point to show 
he is guilty of anything.” Neu- 
mann radioed for the Coast 
Guard immediately after run- 
ning down the swimmer, and 
speedy action by all involved 
was credited with saving Small’s 
life. 

Small, of 3926 Sacramento St., 
San Francisco, has received 56 
units of blood to date in his 
fight for life—43 pints of whole 
blood and 13 of plasma. He lost 
both legs above the knees and a 
portion of his left hand. He also 
has a fractured left hip. 


